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Immigrants’ Hopes and Upward Mobility
	 Beliefs	of	meritocracy	in	America,	which	are	juxtaposed	with	new	immigrants’	
perception	of	limited	economic	opportunities	in	their	home	countries	(Alba	&	Nee,	












































Spaces in Immigrant Girls’ Lives
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utopia—a	neoliberal	woman	who	 is	professional,	 competitive,	 and	financially	
independent,	 leading	a	 luxurious	 life	style—gazes	back	at	 the	self	 in	 the	het-
erotopia,	the	current-self	thinks	that	she	is	not	good	enough	(Davies	&	Bansel,	







Study of First Generation Immigrant Girls in a Newcomer School in New York City





















































































between	American	 students	 and	 immigrant	 students	 and	 reinforced	 immigrant	
students’	non-American	identity.	
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teachers’	control	was	“annoying”	and	made	them	feel	somewhat	depressed,	the	girls	
voluntarily	came	to	school	and	engaged	in	daily	rituals	of	the	school	actively.
College: A Utopia, a Space of Independence











































































action	 within	 the	 space	 of	 deviance.	Additionally,	 only	 though	 the	 continuous	
demonstration	of	responsible	actions	can	one	successfully	exit	from	this	heterotopia	
and	become	an	independent	subject	in	the	utopia.	
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